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The minor leagues are indispensable

to the future of major league baseball.
Repeal of the exemption does not
threaten them in any way. That’s a
smoke screen.

Through it all, I can understand
where Mr. Selig is coming from.

Major league baseball has to have
this exemption removed for the good of
the fans, the game, and anybody else
that wants a season in 1995.

f

THE LEGISLATIVE SEASON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentleman from West
Virginia [Mr. WISE] is recognized dur-
ing morning business for 5 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman before me spoke about the
baseball season. I want to speak some
about the legislative season. It has had
its opening day and now goes into the
first games of the season. The first
game, obviously, being this Thursday
and Friday as I understand it, the un-
funded mandates bill that will be on
the floor of the House.

I have no problems with voting on
this issue. I have no problems with vot-
ing on any of the issues that are in the
so-called Contract With America that
the Republican Party is bringing forth.
Indeed, I think that the debate is
wholesome and worthwhile to have on
many of these issues.

To debate though means debate. It
means having the opportunity. It
means being able to play, using the
baseball analogy, it means being able
to play a full nine innings. But what
does not help this House is when you go
immediately from the opening ball to
the ninth inning. That is what is hap-
pening in the unfunded mandates bill.
That is my concern about what is hap-
pening with the important balanced
budget amendment and others. Let me
explain.

As a member of the Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight,
which has the unfunded mandates bill,
I had the chance to participate last
week in an extraordinary process, a
process by which the committee, which
had not met previously, suddenly
comes into session in its opening ses-
sion, which is traditionally known as
its organizing meeting, that is where
you go through the amenities and an-
nounce who is on what committee, and
then launched from the point into tak-
ing up the unfunded mandates bill
without a hearing, without a hearing.
That is right. A bill which is going to
rewrite the relationship between Fed-
eral, State, and local governments and,
indeed, in some cases the private sector
was taken up without a hearing.

There was a hearing of sorts. The
gentleman from the Republican side
was permitted, who is not a member of
the committee but is a sponsor of the
bill, was permitted to address the com-
mittee for a number of minutes about

the reasons he thought it was a good
bill, describing what was in it. Our side
was not permitted to ask questions.
Our side was not permitted to offer its
own witness, if such be the case, if that
be a proper description of what the
gentleman testifying was doing.

We were told it was not a hearing.
But at the same time we could not
bring our folks in. At that point then
we asked about the, whether we would
have the opportunity to ask questions
throughout. We would, except then we
learned subsequently every amendment
was limited to 5 minutes for the pro-
ponents, 5 minutes for the opponents.

It did not stop there. As we were
going through the bill, looking forward
to offering some amendments at cer-
tain parts, certain sections, some of
those sections were removed from our
committee’s jurisdiction. It probably
was the most extraordinary procedure
that I have seen.

I have great respect for the Chair of
our committee, who is known on both
sides of the aisle for being eminently
fair. I have great respect for our com-
mittee, because our committee, I be-
lieve, in the past has worked on a bi-
partisan basis. I have been assured that
this is not going to be the usual run of
business. Yet it sets a very disturbing
tone.

Could there not have been a hearing,
1 day? We have been several days now
waiting to get this bill to the floor. We
are going to be here until Thursday
and then take the bill and the rule up
Thursday, as I understand it, and begin
the amendment process on Friday.
Could there not have been a 1 day’s
delay so that there could have been a
hearing so the proponents and oppo-
nents could have had their chance? One
of things, for instance, that concerns
me is what happens to coal mine safety
laws? I am told, ‘‘Don’t worry, Bob,
they won’t be affected, particularly
those that are passed before this bill
becomes law.’’ Well, perhaps.

What happens to occupational safety
and health? What happens to regula-
tion of banking industry and the finan-
cial industries? What happens to all of
this important area?

So that is why I think it would have
been wise and appropriate to at least
hold a hearing. Balanced budget
amendment will come up, amendments
were cut off by 6 the previous, in the
committee markup then. And so I hope
and urge the Republican majority to
recognize the importance of the proce-
dure here.

We want to, we all want to play in
this baseball game, but we want to
make sure there are equal times at bat,
equal opportunities to pitch, equal op-
portunities to fully participate in this
game and that we do not run, go imme-
diately from opening pitch to the ninth
inning and then the game is called.

So if the American people are going
to truly have faith in this process, and
in this contract, which the majority

has vowed to have voted on by the 100
days, then it must know that there has
been a full process there.

As far as the unfunded mandates bill,
I have no problem with requiring that
there be an analysis of what the cost is
to State and local governments. I have
no problem with greater consideration
being given to those issues. I have no
problem with saying that Congress, be-
fore you pass something onto some-
body else, every one ought to know
how much it costs and be able to evalu-
ate.

What I do have a problem with is
where we have an opportunity to par-
ticipate fully and to explore this bill.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
business, pursuant to clause 12, rule I,
the House will stand in recess until 11
a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 43 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 11 a.m.

f

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
11 a.m.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Our hearts are grateful, O loving
God, that we are surrounded by others
who support us in our worries, who cel-
ebrate with us in our victories, and
whose presence is ever with us. At our
best moments we acknowledge that we
do not walk alone or possess all the
strengths or energy or courage to face
the opportunities and the challenges of
each day. With appreciation and with
thanksgiving, we remember those
whose lives are bound with ours and
whose grace is ever with us. In Your
name we pray. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from
Nebraska [Mr. CHRISTENSEN] will lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CHRISTENSEN led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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